
MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

July 23, 2020 6:00 p.m. 
1602 Hwy 23 N Sandstone Combined with 

Virtual Meeting on Webex, pursuant to M.S. 13.021 Subd. 1(1) 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 

Others Present: 

In Person: Skip Thomson, Susan Grill 
Virtual: Dirk Nelson, Nancy Rys, Ryan Clark, Les Orvis, Patrick 
Schifferdecker, Matt Ludwig (Ex-Officio) 
None 
In-Person: Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager; Kelly 
Schroeder, Auditor/Treasurer. 
In Person: Mitch Fishman, Jacob Kruse, Chris Dahn, Shawn 
Linnell, Michael Stephan 
Virtual: Ron and Cheryl Hughes, Tessa Hart, Lori Thompson, 
Shanda Osieke, Indigo lsaakson-Rod, Deborah Gray, Possibly 
more unidentified individuals 

CALL TO ORDER 
Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:05p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Grill/Clark, 7-0, to approve the agenda. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Rys/Nelson, 7-0, to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2020 meeting 

APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAUINTERIM USE PERMIT 
Conor and Jllllan Maki, 87439 Denham Rd, Sturgeon Lake, PID: 37.0003.000 
Application for CUP/UP for 6-site RV Park/Campground 

Caleb Anderson described that during his visit to the property he observed no concerns for the 
projects' compliance with Section 2.5.4 of the County Zoning Ordinance. He did add that the 
bath house and northernmost camp site shown on the plan did not meet the 50' sldeyard 
setback prescribed in Section 3.3.1 of the Ordinance. He suggested that if the Zoning Board 
approves the variance, it could include the condition that the site plan be adjusted to conform to 
all setback requirements. 

Thomson opened the public hearing at 6:12pm. No members of the public spoke. The public 
hearing was closed at 6:12pm. 

In the Zoning Board's evaluation of the proposal's compliance with Section 2.5.4 the following 
findings were made. 

1.) Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, parking, and other necessary facilities are 
provided. The septic system is being designed for six campsites. 

2.) The proposed use will not cause a traffic hazard or congestion. 
3.) There is no concern for offensive odor, fumes, dust, noise and vibration, or lighting, 

provided the lighting is designed conservatively. 
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4.) Th e propo sed use will be co nsistent with and not harm fu l to the environment of the 
neighbo rhood if the campground abides rea sonable quite time hours . 

5.) The loca tion and character of the propos ed use is consistent with the development 
pattern for the loca lity . 

6.) The proposed use is consistent with the Pine Co unty Comprehensive Plan and the 
purpo se of the zoning distri ct in wh ich the prope rty lies. 

Motion by Clark, Second by Schlfferdecker, 7-0, to approve that a Condltlonal Use Permit 
be issued for the 6-site RV Park/Campground, as proposed, with the following 
conditions: 

1.) Quiet time hours shall commence at 10pm through 7am Monday through 
Thursday, and 12am-7am Friday through Sunday. 

2.) The bathhouse and Sita 1 shall be moved to comply with all setback requirements. 
3.) All lighting shall be directed downward and installed no higher than 15 above the 

ground. 
4.) No graywater shall be discharged to the ground surface. 
5.) The project shall be limited to 6 sites. 

APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY PLAT AND VARIANCES 
Jacob Kruse/Landmaster Holdings in contract with Great River Energy, Parcels 
26.0468.000, 26.0469.000, and 26.0417.000, "Old Chengwatan a," Residential Subdivision 

Anderson provided a staff report in which he described that the DNR considers the Cross Lake 
Dam to be the boundary Cross Lake and the Snake River. The portion of the proposed 
subdivision lying west of the dam is subject to the standards for Cross Lake and all of the 
dimensional lot standards and setbacks are met. The portion lying east of the dam are subject 
to more stringent dimensional standards and OHWL setback, which are not met, thus require 
variances for approval. Anderson shared letters from MN DNR Conservation Officer Ben Karon 
and Pine County Sheriff Jeff Nelson, stating that they had no significant concerns for boat and 
water safety if the subdivision is to be approved. Anderson also shared that James Dexter of the 
MN Pollution Control Agency has reviewed the proposed Stormwater Protection Plan, and 
offered some revisions, which will make the stormwater plan compliant with state's Construction 
Stormwater Permit Program. Susan Grill asked whether the proposed public park would need a 
CUP. Anderson responded that per the Shoreland Management Ordinance Section 4.4.3, it 
would in fact need a CUP. Anderson suggested that it may be appropriate for that application to 
be submitted by whichever public entity assumed ownership/operation of the park, as they 
developed a plan in the future. 

Anderson reported that the County Engineer, Soil and Water Conservation District, and City of 
Pine City did not have comments on the proposed subdivision. The County Surveyor had 
technical feedback on the plat, which were sent to the applicant's surveyor, Kroschel Land 
Surveying. Anderson spoke as Wetlands Administrator that the applicant submitted an 
application for wetland delineation concurrence. In consultation with the wetlands Technical 
Evaluation Panel, the applicant was advised to amend the delineation. The applicant revised 
their delineation and it was submitted to the Zoning Board and placed on the Zoning Board's 
website. 

The MN DNR submitted a letter approximately one hour before the meeting. The DNR 
expressed concern for the legality of a historic easement for accessing the dam. The DNR 
wishes to work with the applicant to ensure that access to the dam is retained for any future 
maintenance needs. The DNR also recommended denial of the variance. They pointed out that 
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MN 6120 does not offer variability to lot sizes and setbacks for transition rivers, as they are 
considered recreationally significant. Lastly, the DNR expressed concern for presence of historic 
cultural resources that would be impacted by the proposal. 

Pine City Township Chair, Shawn Linnell, offered to answer any questions the Board had on the 
letter he submitted. 

Jacob Kruse, the applicant, highlighted that he already submitted a letter addressed to the 
Zoning Board. He was not prepared to respond to the DNR's letter given he did not read it until 
the meeting. He introduced his engineer, Chris Dahn from Bogart, Pederson & Associates, and 
offered to answer any questions the Board may have. 

Les Orvis asked if the sewer system connection will be paid for by the development. Dahn 
responded that they will connect to an existing manhole on Scott Drive and run the line parallel 
to St Croix Trail. Kruse responded that the sewer connection will not disturb any of the existing 
tar road(s). Kruse added that Chuck Lindstrom submitted a statement that the sewer system 
has sufficient capacity for the development. 

Rys pointed out that there are two requests to table the discussion until August as well as the 
possibility that some members of the public were not able to enter the meeting. Thomson 
indicated that he would like to proceed with the public hearing and allow written public comment 
to be submitted after this meeting. The Board concurred. 

Thomson opened the public hearing at 6:49pm. Public testimony was as follows: 

Debbie Gray: She is aware of letters that have been submitted from neighbors. She could 
restate all their concerns, but they will speak up. Some concerns that haven't been addressed: 
Cross Lake Trail is a narrow township road which runs along the proposed plat. Even with the 
residences that are on it right now four (4), there is already a lot of traffic with weekend use as 
well. With the additional homes, should Cross Lake Trail be improved? If so, who pays for it? 
All the owners? Or Jacob Kruse? Gray feels that the request east of the dam is unreasonable 
and would be used for financial gain for Kruse, which could end with an issue on water clarity, 
runoff and pollution. 

Ron/Cheryl Hughes: With the continued development to the East, there are several lots to the 
river that have steep slopes and Hughes is concerned about erosion on these slopes. Hughes 
has another issue because his lot drains across the proposed development and is worried about 
if his lot will still drain. Cheryl noted their ditches currently fill up. Cheryl notes she agrees with 
the DNR and she is worried about safety. Ron noted that a Conservation Officer drowned there 
a year and a half ago. 

Tessa Hart: Hart lives on Cross Lake Trail and Govemment Rd and runs a licensed daycare. 
Hart is worried about construction and if she would have access during that time for parents to 
pick up children. The Park is close to their property, so Hart is concerned about the activity that 
may happen at the park, the noise during construction for the children's nap time, increased 
traffic, and if speed limits will be decreased. Another concem Hart has is, who is going to incur 
the costs? She is worried the increased number of houses connected to Cross Lake Sewer 
system, will increase the cost of the service. 

Lori Thompson: Thompson closed on Lot 4 yesterday, which goes right up to the plat. Their 
realtor presented to them the proposed plat before they closed. She noted that at that time of 
the proposal, the private drive was designed to go through her lot. She ls wondering why the 
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road is a cul-de-sac. How much activity will happen on that cul-de-sac? In addition, Thompson 
is concerned about their easement access to the lake and if the new plat affects their 
easement/access to the lake. 

Shanda Osieke: She wants to know if the developer is donating the land for the proposed park. 
Is it still a matter of deciding who will be making it into a park? Will it be a budgeted item and 
how will it affect the tax base? Is it just land or land and money contributed by the developer? 

Indigo Isackson-Rod: Wrote a letter with main concerns regarding proposal plat. One more 
thing we need to understand is what kind of park will this be. Her biggest concern is regarding 
the traffic. People are speeding by regardless of 40 MPH, but the speed limit changes to 55 
MPH right there. She is worried about the safety concern for people crossing the road and to 
have that park there. 

Michael Stephan: The river bank is steep east of the dam. Is there any proposal to ensure it isn't 
being terraced all the way down? Also, there is a concrete abutment from the old dam and is 
wondering what happens with that? Jacob noted the ONR has questioned that. Has there been 
any look at water wells in that area? He noted that it is difficult to get water in that area. 

Matt Ludwig: Questioned what the parameters are for the public comments? He stated there 
should be enough time to get them out to the zoning board. 

Skip Thomson closed the public hearing at 7:18pm. 

Board decided to allow additional written public comment through August 20, to be 
reviewed at the Zoning Board's August 27 meeting. 

Motion by Schifferdecker, Second by Rys to table decisions on the variances and 
preliminary plat until the August 27, 2020 meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
None 

NEW BUSINESS: 
None 

AD 
Sc o to adjourn the meeting at 7:21pm. 

8.Ke Nancy Rys 
Zoning Board Secretary Zoning Board Chair 
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